
Brazil´s Sea Turtle are Worth More Alive:
TAMAR´S Social Production Chain

2018 WIDECAST AGM
Matura, Trinidad WI

Paulo H. Lara – 2018 March



Comprehensive 2-year survey of 8,000 km of coastline
was carried out between 1980 and 1982. 
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Tamar in Brazil

25 localities

1100 km monitored

Standardized data collection



Monitoring & protection
In situ - > 85% of the nests

Open-air Hatcheries

Capture-mark-recapture

 Demographic parameters
 Residency
 Site fidelity

 Tagging
 Biometrics
 Tissue sampling

 Satellite telemetry
 Genetics
 Stable isotopes
 Dataloggers

Sand temperature 
monitoring at main 
nesting beaches

Monitoring of stranded turtles

Night Patrols

Only when extremely necessary



Number of nests /species - 2016/2017

Total number of nests protected = 30.083

11,733

10,814

4,682

2,776
75

Caretta caretta Lepidochelys olivacea

Chelonia mydas Eretmochelys imbricata

Dermochelys coriacea



Populations are recovering

THOMÉ, et al. (2007)
Da Silva et al. (2007)

Marcovaldi  et. al. (2007)
Marcovaldi & Chaloupka (2007)



Green turtles are stable
Major rookeries are in MPA

Almeida et al. (2011)



Brazilian National Plan to 
Reduce the Incidental 

Capture of Sea Turtle in the 
Fisheries



Threats – spatial distribution

• Gillnets throughout the coast -> greens (foraging))

• Coastal Development - main nesting beaches along 
the SE/NE coast of Brazil -> Cc, Dc, Lo, Ei adults and 
hatchlings

• Trawl fishery in SE -> olive ridelys (breeding grounds) 

• Trawl fishery in RG-> loggerheads (foraging)

• Gillnets in ES -> leatherbacks (breeding grounds)

• Pollution (marine litter/ garbage) -> greens juv

• Longline -> Leatherbacks (foraging) juv and adults

• Longline -> Loggerheads (foraging) juv and adults



Peer-review papers: 145
Congress and symposia: 420
Thesis: 86



Job opportunities, capacity building and cultural valuation



Tamar at school and the school at Tamar

 Tamar at school

Special environmental education programs



 Visitors Center attendance

Special environmental education programs



Job opportunities, capacity building and cultural valuation

 Direct colaborators

 Productive groups

 Internship and training 
program

 Capacity building courses

 Tartarugueiros

 Permanent support to 
socio-educational
institutions

 Support to events and
cultural groups

1884 people involved



Visitors Centers (9) 

Promote environmental education and awareness, capacity building and rehabilitation 
of sea turtles; generate hundreds of jobs and revenue for the region where they 

operate and serve as a tool for raising funds for conservation ….

.



Stores (11)



Environmental awareness

Beach Campaign oriented to beach users
“Not Everything Caught in the Net is Fish” Campaing



In 2010, we included the music as a strategy for 
environmental awareness ... 

The initiative had a positive impact, various events spread the 
message, artists engaged, bands were formed at Tamar’s cultural 

spaces and new lyrics were created for the conservation of 
turtles, seas and oceans





• All 5 sea turtle species recovering (increasing trends for 4 
spp. and 1 stable)

• 100% coverage of main nesting beaches (1100 km)

• Around 30.000  nests protected each yr

• 1800 job opportunities created

• Standardized data collection for more than 35 yr (SITAMAR)

• Systematic and standardized data recording on community 
involvement (SIGRE)

• 15 million visitors at the Visitors Centers

• 50 – 60% of the total budget                                           
generated by sustainable activities

Metrics and demonstrated success



Thank you all 

Paulo H. Lara
paulo.lara@tamar.org.br


